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H.R. Rep. No. 107, 45th Cong., 3rd Sess. (1879)
45TH CoNGREss, } HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
3d Session. 
{ REPORT No. 107. 
PONCA INDIANS. 
FEBRUARY 10, 1879.-Recommitted to the Committee on Indian Affairs and ordered 
to be printed. 
Mr. THROCKMORTON, from the Committee 011 Indian Affairs, submitted 
the following 
REPORT: 
[To accompany bill H. R. 6332.] 
The Committee on Indian Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (H. 
R. 6332) for the relief of the Ponca Indians, have considered the same, 
and return it to the House, with the recommendation that favorable ac-
tion be had immediately, as it is important that Congress act at the 
present session. The committee submit the accompanying letters of 
the Secretary of the Interior and Commissioner of Indian Affairs in ex-
planation of the necessity for prompt and favorable aetion on the bill, 
and adopt them as a part of this report : 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
Washington, February 3, 1879. 
SIR: I have the honor to transmit herewith, with request for early and favorable 
.consideration by your committee, a draft of a bill for the relief of the Ponca tribe of 
Indians in the Indian Territory. 
A copy of a report, dated this day, from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, trans-
mitting the bill to the department, is also herewith inclosed. 
Hon. A. M. SCALES, 
C. SCHURZ, . 
Secretm·y. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Cha:i1·man Comrn'ittee on Inc/;ian A.ffai1'81 House of RepTesentatives. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Washington, Februm·y 3, 1879. 
SIR: By the treaty of March 12, 1858 (12 Stat., 997), the Ponca tribe of Indians 
·Ceded to the United States all the lands then owned or claimed by them, except a tract 
in what is now the Territory of Dakota, which was reserved in said treaty as their 
future home. . 
In consideration of said cession the United Rtates stipulated, among other things, 
"To protect the Poncas in the possession of the tract of land reserved for their future 
homes, and their persons and property thereon, during good behavior on their part." 
By the treaty of March 10 1865 (14 Stat., 675), certain cessions and exchanges were 
made, by which the area of the Ponca Reservation was reduced to ninety-six thousand 
:acres, to which diminished reservation the pledge of protection in the former treaty 
remained fully applicable, and was never forfeited on the part of said Indians. 
Relying upon the good faith of the government and the protection so explicitly 
pledged, they engaged actively in agricultural pursuits, acquired property, and were 
·peaceful, prosperous, and contented. 
By the treaty of April29, 1868 (15 Stat., 635), concluded without consultation with 
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them, the government ceded all their lands to the Sioux tribes, who were their-
hereditary foes. · 
This cession was in flagrant disregard and violation of the rights of the Poncas and 
the pledge of the government expressed in the treaty of 1858. · 
It was not only made without their consent and in violation of their rights, but it 
turned over to their bitterest enemies their homes and the fruits of their labor, without 
equivalent or compensation of any kind. 
After this cession their continuance upon their old reservation became impossible, in 
consequence of the proximity in overwhelming force of their ol(l enemies the Sioux, 
who demanded possession under the treaty of 1868, aml they were subsequently re-
moved to a temporary home within the jurisdiction of the Quapaw Agency in the In-
dian Territory. · 
Congress, by a clause in the Indian appropriation act of June 30, 1877 (Pamphlet 
Laws, p. 76), provided for t,heir remova l from the Quapaw Reservation to a new one 
west of the Kansas River, anu between the Arkansas and Shakaskia Rivers, in the 
Indian Territory, where they are now located, and upon which they desire tore-
main. 
As stated above, no compensation was provided the Poncas for the cession of their 
lands to the Sioux, and upon their removal therefrom they were compelled to leave 
behind agricultural implements and other property of considerable value, for which 
they should be paid. ' 
I have therefore prepared,and submit herewith, a draft, in duplicate, of a bill provid-
ing for the purchase, for their use, of the htnds now occupied by them, amounting to 
101,894 acres, and appropriating $140,000, of which $82,000, or so much thereof as may 
be necessary, shall be paid for the land so purchased, and the residue invested in 4 per 
cent. bonds of the United States, as a permanent fund for the tribe, the interest to be 
expended :wnually for their benefit. 
Believing the provisions of this bill to be eminently just, I respectfully recommend 
that the same be transmitted to the chairman of the House Committee on Indian Af~ . 
fairs, with a recommendation for .early and favorable action thereon. I also submit a 
copy of this report to accompany said bill. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
The Hon. the SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR. 
E. A . . HAYT, 
Commissioner. 
It will be seen from the foregoing statement that the Ponca Indians. 
have been treated by the government in the most shameful manner; for 
what reason their homes, land, and property were taken from them and 
given to their enemies, and they sent in exile to a strange land and 
among strange people, the committee are not apprised. Certainly a! 
great wrong has been done them. The committee believe that justice 
requires prompt action for the relief of these Indians, aud have unani-
mously joined in the recommendation that the accompanying bill be· 
passed for their relief. 
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